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of humanity. "If you burn/5 said he to his troops, "if
you madden the people, you will perish of hunger." But
however mixed the motives, the practical result was
most beneficial. For years the opposing armies con-
fronted one another in the Belgian provinces and along
the Rhine frontier; and yet the country was not devas-
tated, nor were the towns destroyed. The pursuits of
peace went on with only as much interruption as is inse-
parable from war. The peasant still tilled his fields, the
artisan plied his craft, and the merchant sold his wares.
Once only did Marlborough depart from his usual mild-
ness, and that was when in 1704 he ordered the devasta-
tion of part of Bavaria. The act was excused at the time
on the plea of necessity; and there is no reason to doubt
that the English general spoke the truth when he said
that it was contrary to his nature. Cruelty was never
one of his vices. He had the French wounded carefully
attended tfo .after the battle of .Malplaquet, and he
punished with severity any excesses on the part of his
soldiers. Throughout the war the country under military
occupation was spared as much as possible. There was
generally an agreement between the leaders on both sides
not to exact from each locality more than a stipulated
amount in contributions and requisitions. The assess-
ments were made according to the means of the district,
and if additional supplies were required they were bought
at the market price. The soldiers received their pay with
fair regularity, and they were generally well fed and well
clothed. Thus the temptations to violence and pillage
were greatly reduced, while the severe punishments
inflicted upon offenders restrained any inclination to
harry the unarmed population. Not only were non-
combatants better treated than in any former war, but